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ground covers need to 
be low growing. Swamp 
fern is a great alternative, 
growing densely to a height 
of 3 to 4 feet. This fern is 
a Florida native with dark 
green foliage giving a lush 
tropical look. New growth is 
a copper-pink color aging to 

dark green. Be careful when 
you buy — there are many 
non-native ferns available 
also.

Consider mixing in some 
shad- loving accent plants 
that have colorful flowers 
or variegated leaves — ca-
ladiums, gingers, crossan-
dra, flax lily and others. 
There are many more 
plants than those men-
tioned here that will do well 
in the shade. Be creative 

and experiment with your 
plants. Gardening in the 
shade is another growing 
opportunity to learn about 
new plants. As always, your 
questions and comments 
are welcome.

 
Lynn Buth is a Florida 

Master Gardener. If you have 
a question you would like 
to answered in this column, 
he can be contacted at 
AskTheMG@yahoo.com.
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Many mammals 
depend upon the Peace 
River for their habitat. 
River Otters can be seen 
near or on the river bank. 
Raccoons, Florida black 
bears, bobcats and many 
other mammals live near 
the river. 

The animals that most 
excite me are the birds 
that you can easily see 
on the river. The river 
is an amazing treasure 
trove for birdwatching 
in Southwest Florida. 
The river changes as you 
move upriver from Punta 
Gorda toward Arcadia. 
Charlotte Harbor, at the 
mouth of the Peace River, 
is an estuary. Estuaries 
are places where fresh 
and salt water mix. 
Estuaries are extremely 
important to animal life 
in and near the Gulf of 
Mexico. As you move up-
river, the salt content will 
decrease. How much and 
how quickly depends on 
the tides, wind direction 
and strength, and how 
much precipitation has 
occurred. 

Therefore, you may 
see marine birds upriver 
some days, and not on 

other days. Around Punta 
Gorda, you will often see 
brown pelicans, terns, 
gulls and the magnificent 
frigatebirds when the 
conditions are right. You 
will see wading birds 
throughout the river 
such as various herons 
and egrets.

What really excites me 
about bird watching on 
the Peace River are the 
bird rookeries located 
about 10 miles upriver. 
Rookeries are places 
where birds nest. There 
are at least two man-
grove islands there that 
are used by many bird 
species as rookeries. The 
exact number of species 
and total number of 
birds nesting on these 
islands depends on the 
time of year and the 
numbers vary year to 
year. 

I have seen nesting 
wood storks, white 
egrets, anhingas, brown 
pelicans, roseate spoon-
bills, cattle egrets, glossy 
ibis, black-crowned night 
herons and snowy egrets 
nesting on these islands 
over the years. You have 
to use a boat or kayak to 
get to these rookeries. 
You can often see the 
chicks being fed and hear 
them call out for more 
food. It is an amazing 

thing to witness. 
Look too for the alliga-

tors that sometimes stay 
beneath these rookeries. 
They will quickly devour 
a chick that falls. If that 
sounds unsettling to you, 
the chick has no chance 
to survive once it falls, 
and the presence of the 
alligator helps to deter 
other predators, such as 
raccoons, from raiding 
the nests.

It is very important, 
should you decide to 
visit these rookeries, that 
you understand the rules 
established to prevent 
harm to these birds. The 
presence of humans can 
harm these birds. For 
instance, if we get too 
close or blow a horn, we 
may cause the parents 
to leave their chicks 
unprotected from the hot 
sun or predators. Go to 
https://goo.gl/AFm1py 
for more information, 
please! You can also find 
for private eco-tour com-
panies that will take you 
there for wildlife viewing. 
There are several in this 
area. 

Jim Knoy is a Florida 
Master Naturalist and an 
accomplished outdoor 
photographer. To see 
some of his work, visit 
JimKnoy.com.
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NOTICE OF HEARING TO IMPOSE AND PROVIDE FOR 
COLLECTION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS IN THE BURNT 

STORE ISLES UNDERGROUND UTILITY ASSESSMENT 
AREA TO FUND THE PROCUREMENT OF A BINDING COST 
ESTIMATE FROM FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT (FPL) FOR 
THE CONVERSION OF EXISTING OVERHEAD ELECTRIC 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES TO UNDERGROUND FACILITIES
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida will conduct a public hearing to 
consider imposing a one-time non-ad valorem special assessment for the procurement of a binding cost estimate from 
Florida Power & Light (FPL) for the conversion of the electric distribution system from an overhead to an underground 
system within the boundaries of the Burnt Store Isles Underground Utility Assessment Area for the Fiscal Year 
beginning October 1, 2018. The hearing will be held 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as may  be heard, on June 
6, 2018, in the City of Punta Gorda Council Chambers, 326 West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, Florida 33950, 
for the purpose of receiving public comment on the proposed Burnt Store Isles Underground Utility Assessment 
Area and the special assessments and their collection on the ad valorem tax bill. All affected property owners 
have a right to appear at the hearing and to fi le written objections with the City Council within 20 days of this notice. 

Pursuant to section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if you decide to appeal any decision made by the City Council with 
respect to any matter considered at the hearing or at any subsequent meeting to which the City Council has 
continued its deliberations, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made. In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act and Florida Statute 286.26, the location of this public hearing is accessible to 
persons with disabilities.  If you are a person with disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate 
in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Interpreters for the 
hearing impaired [TTY (941)575-5013] or non-English speaking citizens and any other special accommodations can 
be requested by contacting the Human Resources Manager/Non-discrimination Coordinator whose address is 326 
West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL 33950, whose telephone number is (941)575-3308 and whose email address 
is humres@pgorda.us, at least two (2) calendars days prior to the meeting.

The assessment for each parcel of property will be based on the number of equivalent benefi t units assigned to the Tax 
Parcel. The proposed maximum annual assessment rate is $75.00 per EBU. A more specifi c description of the project 
and the method of computing the assessment for each parcel of property are set forth in the Initial Assessment 
Resolution adopted by the City Council on May 2, 2018. Copies of Chapter 21A of the Punta Gorda Code, the Initial 
Assessment Resolution (Resolution No. 3350-18), the preliminary Assessment Roll for the upcoming fi scal year, 
and the list of excluded parcels are available for inspection at the offi ce of the City Clerk, located in City Hall, 326 
West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, Florida 33950 or on the City’s website at www.CityofPuntaGordaFL.com/BSUU. 

The assessments will be collected on the ad valorem tax bill, as authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes. 
Failure to pay the assessments will cause a tax certifi cate to be issued against the property which may result in a loss 
of title. Unless proper steps are initiated in a court of competent jurisdiction to secure relief within 20 days from the 
date of City Council action at the above hearing (including the method of apportionment, the rate of assessment 
and the imposition of assessments), such action shall be the fi nal adjudication of the issues presented.

If you have any questions regarding your assessment, please contact the City Finance Department at 
(941) 575-3318, Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m

____________________________
KAREN SMITH, CMC
CITY CLERK
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA
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BEST IN
HEARING CARE

Ricardo Gauthier, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology
BEST OF CHARLOTTE
 THE LAST 14 YEARS

100 Madrid Blvd., Suite #214
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

(941) 505-0400
www.harboraudiology.net

WATERLINE MAGAZINE 
is SHARK FISHING

Yup! We’re fi shing for a

SALES SHARK
 If people, fi shing and boating are your passion and you would love to represent 
Waterline Magazine and help our local businesses get new customers- let’s talk.

Salary + Commission + Benefi ts

Email your resume to:Stacie Goldberg-Advertising Manager. sgoldberg@sun-herald.com

We are a drug and nicotine free workplace. Pre-employment drug/nicotine testing is required.
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LEGAL NOTICE
HOLIDAY PARK

PARK AND RECREATION  DISTRICT
5401 HOLIDAY PARK BOULEVARD

NORTH PORT, FL 34287
PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 12(3.14) of the Enabling Act of
Holiday Park, Park and Recreation District (HB 1855,

State of Florida), the Financial Statement of the
last fi scal year of the District is hereby published

for public information.
Signed

Dorlis McKinney
Secretary

Board of Trustees
Holiday Park, Park and Recreation District

North Port, FL 34287

HOLIDAY PARK, PARK AND RECREATION 
DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENTAL FUND
REVENUES, EXPENDITURES

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES/STATEMENT
OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED

SEPTEMBER 30, 2017
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 Where Shopping Makes Cents
 charlottecountychamber.org
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