
City of  
 

Punta Gorda 
 

Water Department 

Restaurants 
Safe Water and Backflow Prevention 
  

 The City of Punta Gorda is dedicated to 
providing safe drinking water. Maintaining a strong 
backflow prevention program is vital to our success. 
 
 The city and its restaurant owners share 
the responsibility to protect Punta Gorda’s water 
system. The city will provide a safe water supply to 
the restaurant owners, who, in turn, need to 
maintain plumbing systems in compliance with state 
and local ordinances, requirements, codes and 
policies.  

CITY OF PUNTA GORDA 

 
 

City of Punta Gorda Utility Department 
326 West Marion Avenue 

Punta Gorda, Florida   33950 
 

Phone: 941-575-5088  
Fax: 941-575-5079 

 
Email: DVanGundy@CI.PUNTA-GORDA.FL.US  

http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/index.htm 

The responsibility for protecting the safety of our 
public water supply belongs to both the water  

utility and the consumer.  
 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and 
interest in the supply of clean, safe 

drinking water. 
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Why should I be concerned?  
 
An unprotected or inadequately protected cross- 
connection on your premises could contaminate 
the drinking water not only in your restaurant but 
also in the water lines that supply neighboring 
homes and businesses. Severe illnesses and 
injuries—even death—have resulted from cross-
connection contamination events that could have 
been prevented. Such events have been known to 
cause outbreaks of hepatitis A, gastroenteritis, 
Legionnaire’s disease, chemical poisoning and body 
lesions (from exposure through showering). They 
also can rupture plumbing fixtures and cause 
explosions. 

 

What is my liability? 
 
You are responsible for all unprotected or 
inadequately protected cross-connections on your 
premises and liable for any damages or illnesses 
they may cause. In cases where business owners 
have been proven to be at fault for cross- 
connection contamination events, judges and juries 
have awarded plaintiffs substantial monetary 
damages. Additionally local and state fines are 
possible if a restaurant owner fails to adequately 
protect a cross-connection and places the public’s 
health at risk or damages the environment. 
 
  
What is the cost of providing 
        adequate cross-connection 
                  protection in a restaurant? 
 
Since a backflow prevention device may be the only 
barrier between your customers and contaminated 
water, your investment in installing and keeping the 
equipment maintained is minimal compared to the 
potential liability of a backflow incident. 

A cross-connection occurs whenever a 
potable drinking water line is directly or 
indirectly linked with a non-potable piece of 
equipment or piping. Examples of non-potable 
equipment typically found in a restaurant 
include dishwashers, hood washers, air 
conditioning systems, fire protection systems, 
power washing systems, boilers, and post-mix 
beverage machines. 
 
How does Cross-Connection 
               Contamination Happen? 
 Cross-connection contamination can occur as 
a result of backpressure or backsiphonage: 
both of which reverse the normal system 
flow. Backpressure and backsiphonage can 
result in non-potable water (e.g., well, canal, 
and reuse) or chemicals used in equipment or 
plumbing systems ending up in the drinking 
water line. Backpressure occurs when the 
pressure in the equipment or system, such as 
a Hot water system, or beverage dispenser
is greater than the pressure in the drinking 
water line. Backsiphonage occurs when the 
pressure in the drinking water line drops due 
to common occurrences such as water 
main breaks, nearby fires and unusually 
heavy water demand. Both backpressure 
and back-siphonage can cause contaminates 
to enter the water distribution system.  

 

 

      

 cross-connection 

 

 

What is a  
Cross-Connection? 

How is the City of Punta Gorda 
protecting the potable water supply? 
 
The Federal Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 
established national standards for drinking water. 
State and local governments or water purveyors 
are charged with enforcing these standards, 
protecting the public water supply and delivering 
safe drinking water. 
 
Unprotected cross-connections with the potable 
water system are prohibited. Florida public water 
suppliers are required to implement cross-
connection control programs as outlined by the 
administrative code chapter 62 555 360. Health 
officials, plumbing inspectors, municipalities and 
property owners must work together to insure 
safe potable water. 
 
Installing a  Backflow Prevention assembly  
on the water line protects the integrity of the 
potable water. The City of Punta Gorda, in our 
effort to protect the potable water distribution 
system, requires the installation of a 
Backflow Prevention assembly on every commercial
water line. A Certified Backflow Prevention 
Technician   must test the RPZ assembly. and It 
must be tested annually. A list of certified 
plumbers and backflow assembly testers that are 
certified is available from the City of Punta Gorda. 
 


	Why should I be concerned? 

	 cross-connection



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



