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Section 1 - Introduction 

Forward from the Chief of  Police  

The Punta Gorda Police Department is dedicated to 
enhancing the quality of life for the customers we serve 
through high-quality, professional public safety 
services. One very important goal of the department is 
to ensure that our customers feel safe not only in their 
homes and neighborhoods, but also wherever they 
may travel. 

Responding to traffic-related calls for service is a responsibility that every law enforcement 
agency must recognize. The proper allocation of resources to fulfill the needs of our 
community is a task that must be prioritized based upon current trends and available data. 
 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, statistical data shows that 
more people are injured or killed as a result of a motor vehicle crash than as a result of a 
crime. Nationwide, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for people age 3 to 
33. 
 

The Punta Gorda Police Department’s traffic-focused mission is to save lives, prevent 
injuries, and reduce economic costs associated with motor vehicle crashes. The 
development and implementation of this comprehensive enforcement plan focuses on 
topics such as impaired driving involving alcohol or drugs, safety belt use and child 
passenger safety laws, aggressive driving, speeding, and other hazardous moving violations.  
 

This document serves as a framework under which the department may better enhance its 
traffic-related initiatives through education, safety standards, and enforcement activity, 
thereby reducing the number of fatalities, injuries, and associated economic losses caused 
by motor vehicle crashes. 
 

The construction and implementation of this traffic safety and enforcement plan was done 
in concert with the citizens of Punta Gorda through community focus groups. These groups 
consisted of City residents from Burnt Store Isles, Burnt Store Meadows, Punta Gorda Isles, 
the commercial district, and Trabue Woods.  

As we continue to move forward, I would like to personally thank the community 
stakeholders who continually take time to provide their valuable input.  

        
                         Thomas P. Lewis 
               Chief of Police 

mailto:tlewis@pgorda.us
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Traffic Profile of the City of Punta Gorda  

According to the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda Metropolitan Planning Organization, the 

City of Punta Gorda has approximately 115.5 miles of paved roadways and an additional 2.0 

miles of unpaved roadways. As a bicycle-friendly community, there are also 5.2 linear miles 

of off road bicycle paths, not counting bicycle lanes on the roadways, as well as 67.1 miles of 

sidewalks. It is very important to take into consideration the road functional classification1 

when analyzing total roadway mileage related to traffic safety and enforcement. Although 

there are subcategories, these classifications are divided into three main categories; 

arterials, collectors, and local roadways.   

Goals and Objectives  

 Provide residents and visitors with a high-quality, effective traffic safety and 
enforcement plan, that ensures policies and procedures are in place to implement 
traffic education and enforcement functions; 

 Maintain aggressive enforcement and education efforts for impaired driving 
involving alcohol and/or other drugs, safety belt usage and child passenger safety, 
aggressive driving, speed enforcement, distracted driving, and other hazardous 
moving violations. Data collection and analysis will systematically identify problem 
areas, both behavioral and geographical, and countermeasures will be initiated to 
mitigate these problems; 

 Develop a cooperative working relationship with other county and local 
governmental agencies and community organizations on traffic safety issues. 

Data Collection and Analysis  

The collection and analysis of valid data is critical to any approach intended to increase 
roadway safety and subsequently decrease the incidents of vehicle crashes. Data is collected 
and analyzed in an effort to identify opportunities for change and to support specific 
education and/or enforcement initiatives. An effective data collection system provides 
accurate, timely information for field personnel who are performing primary traffic 
functions, and police management for decision making. 
 
The data provided in this plan was collected from the Punta Gorda Police Department’s 
Records Management System (crash reports, daily officer activity, citations and warnings, 
etc.), as well as the City of Punta Gorda Public Works Department (e.g., traffic 
volume/counts), state and federal entities, citizen complaints and feedback, and officer 
observation. 

 

                                                             
1 Functional classification defines the character of services that a particular roadway is intended to provide. 
Roads serve to provide mobility for vehicle access to locations. The process of functional classification was 
mandated by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 and implemented in 1993 by the 
Office of Transportation Planning in cooperation with the 13 regional planning agencies. 

http://www.ccmpo.com/
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Section 2 – Statistics (Comparisons) 

Statistics:  

Population 2 

 

3Example of actual daily resident and transient vehicle population using our roadways 

 
Roadway 

 

January 2016   
(In Season) 

July 2016 
 (Out of Season) 

Bal Harbor 
Aqui Esta Drive to Albatross 

Drive 

4439 6823 

Aqui Esta 
Magdalina Drive to White Ibis 

Court 

9051 5789 

Olympia 
 Shreve Street to U.S. 41 

8634 5994 

Cooper 
Carmalita St to Taylor Road 

5383 4278 

Taylor Road 
41n to Carmalita Street 

5547 4473 
 

Monaco 
US 41 to Madrid Boulevard 

5078 3548 

Royal Poinciana 
 U.S.41 to Burnt Store Road 

2186 
1872 

 

                                                             
2
 Population figures are for the incorporated municipality of Punta Gorda only and are based on data provided 

by the US Census Bureau and the Florida Legislature’s Office of Economic and Demographic Research, the 

same database utilized by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement for Uniform Crime Reporting purposes. 
3 Traffic count data provided by the City of Punta Gorda Public Works Department.  
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Non-crash traffic-related calls-for-service 

Analyzing traffic-related data and calls-for-service that do not involve motor vehicle crashes, 
but require the allocation of agency resources is important in the overall assesment of 
equipment needs and personnel allocation to a particular problem area. Below is an annual 
comparison of that data.  
 

 

The Other category listed in the above graph includes abandoned vehicles, Driving While License Suspended or 

Revoked, etc. 

Roadway Crashes  

According to the Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, traffic crash fatalities on 

Florida roadways increased between 2013 and 2016 by 21.9% going from 2,403 to 3,078 

respectively.  2015 crash statistics show an increase in fatalities on our roadways related to 

drugs and alcohol as well.  Fatalities associated with alcohol increased 10.58% from 2014 to 

2015, while drug involved fatalities increased by 28.3% during this same time period. 

https://flhsmv.gov/pdf/crashreports/crash_facts_2015.pdf 

 Fatalities Increased from 2014 to 2015 going from 2,494 to 2,939 in 2014, leading to 

a 17.8% increase. 

 Motorcyclist fatalities increased between 2014 and 2015 by 2.81% from 427 to 546 

respectively. 

 Bicycle related crashes increased slightly from 7,077 in 2014 to 7,120 in 2015, a .61% 

difference. Bicyclist fatalities increased from 135 to 154 for a total increase of 

14.07% during the same time period.  
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 Fatalities of teen drivers increased between 2014 and 2015 by 29.58% from 71 to 92 

respectively. 

When analyzing local crash data, numerous areas are examined to include overall number of 
crashes, number of crashes at particular intersections, number and severity of injuries, 
amount of property damage, time of day, weather conditions, and many causal factors. This 
data is analyzed on a quarterly basis and distributed to our uniformed personnel.  
 
Although important, for the purposes of this plan, parking lot crashes were removed from 
the below statistical data. The avoidance of parking lot crashes is an engineering and design 
issue and is not significantly impacted by enforcement efforts. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol and/or Drugs  

According to Florida State Statute 316.193, a person is guilty of driving under the influence, 
when they are under the influence of alcohol or any chemical substance outlined in Florida 
State Statute 877.111, to the extent that the person’s normal faculties are impaired. There 
is a legal presumption of impairment when a person’s blood-alcohol or breath-alcohol level 
is a 0.08 or higher. 
 
The Punta Gorda Police Department takes a very aggressive and proactive approach toward 
the enforcement of criminal activity and apprehension of criminals. As it relates to traffic-
related crimes, of particular note is Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol and/or Drugs. 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, every day, 28 people in the 
United States die in an alcohol-related vehicle crash—that's one person every 53 minutes. 
Drunk driving fatalities have fallen by a third in the last three decades; however, the chance 
of being in an alcohol-impaired crash is still one in three over the course of a lifetime. These 
deaths and damages contribute to a cost of 52 billion dollars per year. 
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.193.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0877/Sections/0877.111.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0877/Sections/0877.111.html
http://www.nhtsa.gov/
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The Punta Gorda Police Department does not conduct roadside sobriety checkpoints. 
Although they can be a deterrent to Driving Under the Influence, it is the department’s 
belief that these manpower-intensive checkpoints prove to inconvenience law-abiding 
citizens and are a less cost-effective way to protecting our roadways.  
 
As noted in the below chart, the Punta Gorda Police Department takes an aggressive and 
consistent approach to DUI enforcement. Penalties for Driving Under the Influence in the 
State of Florida are severe to include jail time, probation, loss of driving privileges, 
attendance at DUI school, attorney fees, fines, court costs, and more. More information 
regarding penalties can be viewed at http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/dlfaqson2.html  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

“Other” arrests include but are not limited to: - No Insurance, No Registration, Attaching Tag Not Assigned, 

etc.  

Drug Recognition Expert Program  

A drug recognition expert or drug recognition evaluator (DRE) is a police officer trained to 
recognize impairment in drivers under the influence of drugs other than, or in addition to, 
alcohol. The Punta Gorda Police Department implemented a DRE program on June 27, 2008. 
The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) coordinates the International Drug 
Evaluation and Classification (DEC) Program with support from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) of the U.S. Department of Transportation.  
 
Currently, the Punta Gorda Police Department has one DRE. Without a DRE, the only 
evidence of drug impairment is contained within the suspect's blood or urine. Due to the 
fact that the evidence of drug use can last for weeks in blood or urine, a DRE's testimony is 
needed to confirm that the suspect was impaired at the time of the evaluation. DREs can 
determine, with a high degree of accuracy, the category or categories of drugs causing the 
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impairment or if the impairment is caused by a medical condition. The DRE conducts the 
Drug Influence Evaluation on the subject in the nationally standardized and systematic 
twelve-step process to reach his/her opinion.  

Citations and Warnings  

With the mission of saving lives, preventing injuries, and reducing economic costs associated 
with motor vehicle crashes, officers use citations and warnings in an effort to gain voluntary 
citizen compliance with the law and to educate the public with a level of accountability. 
With a customer-centric focus, officers are provided discretion on the course of action 
chosen. Many factors are considered by the officer when making that decision, including the 
type and severity of the infraction and prior warnings issued. In the following charts, the 
comparison of the number of citations issued to the number of warnings issued is noted.  
  
The Punta Gorda Police Department recognizes that there is an economic impact to a traffic 
violator when he/she is issued a citation. In these hard economic times, all circumstances 
are considered prior to making the decision to issue a citation. The below chart illustrates a 
reduction in the number of citations that were being issued to traffic violators in 2012 
compared to traffic violators in 2016. Under no circumstances does this data demonstrate a 
reduction in our enforcement efforts/activity, more so, education and written warnings are 
options in lieu of the monetary penalty associated with a citation. 
 
Police management tracks the number of citations and warnings issued by each individual 
officer and police volunteer. While there are no quotas for citations or warnings that an 
officer must fill, tracking these numbers allows for studies on trends of violations for certain 
times, days, and areas.  
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Over the above five year period, officers have written far more warnings than citations and 
remained consistent in their application of using their aforementioned discretion. Educating 
citizens with a warning is in many cases the best solution to a traffic-related incident, as it 
builds relationships, and serves to gain voluntary compliance in the future. The tracking 
software in OSSI also assists in tracking the number of warnings a citizen has received, when 
they were received, and for what offenses.  

Current Fine Amounts  

Traffic citation fine amounts are not set by the police department and vary from county to 
county. Below are some examples of traffic citation fine amounts in Charlotte County, 
Florida.  
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TYPE OF VIOLATION FINE AMOUNT 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Violations $59.50 

Moving Boating Violations 
Non-Moving 

$90.00 
$73.00 

Non-Moving Violations $111.00 

Moving Violations  $161.00 

Littering  $105.00 

Speeding – 6 to 9 MPH $126.00 

Speeding – 10-14 MPH $201.00 

Speeding – 15-19 MPH $251.00 

Speeding – 20-29 MPH $276.00 

Speeding 20-29 MPH in a 
School/Construction Zone 

$451.00 

Speeding >30 MPH Mandatory Court  

 
 
To view the complete list of fines in Charlotte County, you can click on the following link: 

http://www.co.charlotte.fl.us/Default.aspx. Many factors can have an impact on the fine 
amount, such as electing to attend school and assessed court fees. In cases that require a 
mandatory court appearance, the Judge will set the fine in court. 
 
Unlike the above mentioned traffic violations, parking violations in the City of Punta Gorda 
are enforced through the City of Punta Gorda Code of Ordinances. These fines are set and 
modified as needed by the City Council. Below are examples of parking violation fine 
amounts. 
 

TYPE OF VIOLATION FINE AMOUNT 

Handicap Parking Violation $100.00 

Fire Lane Violations $100.00 

Most Other Parking Violations $25.00 

 
 
The amount of the fine is also impacted by the number of entities that lobby the legislature 
for a portion or what is commonly referred to as an add-on. Below is an example of fee 
disbursements on a single speeding ticket based off of 2010 data. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.charlotte.fl.us/Default.aspx
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/gov/codesords.html
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/gov/citycouncil.html


Punta Gorda Police Department Traffic Safety and Enforcement Report  
 

10 | P a g e  
 

 

Section 3 – Available Resources 

Personnel  

Dispatch/Telecommunicators  

The Punta Gorda Police Department employs 9 full-time telecommunicators and 1 
Supervisor. Traffic-related concerns or vehicle crashes can be reported to the dispatch 
center at (941) 639-4111. Telecommunicators will professionally take the information and 
relay it to the appropriate law enforcement, fire, EMS, and/or other resource to effectively 
and efficiently handle the situation. Once the officer is dispatched to the incident location, 
telecommunicators act as the safety and information center for the on-scene officers. 

Uniform Patrol Section  

The Uniform Patrol Section is divided into four squads.  The primary function of the Uniform 
Patrol Section is the protection of life and property. To that end, officers practice high 
visibility patrol traffic enforcement as a deterrent to violations with an emphasis on the 
reduction of traffic crashes. In areas that are identified as requiring directed traffic 
enforcement, such as speed zones or higher-crash intersections, officers utilize stationary 
observation as well as other techniques for enforcement and or education efforts outlined 
in this plan.  

Reserve Unit  

The Police Reserve Unit is comprised of fully-certified law enforcement officers who are 
required to serve a minimum of twenty (20) volunteer hours each month. Aside from 

                                                             
4 Data provided by the Charlotte County Clerk of the Court, Traffic Division 

Example of Fee Disbursement on a Typical Speeding Citation4
 

Additional Court Costs $2.78 Brain & Spinal Cord $4.47 

Court Costs Admin Fee $12.50 Juvenile Justice $1.00 

Additional Court Costs $0.27 Local Law Enf. Education $2.00 

General Revenue Fund $11.23 Court Related OPS $10.00 

Traffic Court Costs $5.00 Game & Fish Conservation $3.00 

Traffic Criminal Justice $2.50 Radio Communication Program $12.50 

Court Facilities $30.00 Radio Systems Surcharge $3.00 

Court Costs-Traffic $30.00 Student Driver Education $3.00 

Department of Revenue $3.00 Public Defender Fund $1.67 

EMS $3.92 State Attorney Fund $3.33 

Civil Traffic Fines $30.74 State Revocable Trust Fund $5.00 

FL Endowment Foundation $1.09 Child Welfare $1.00 
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supplementing the normal duties of a patrol officer, reserve officers also assist in traffic 
enforcement for parades and events, holiday DUI enforcement, and are available for traffic-
related incidents that will require long-term staffing needs. 
 
Below is a breakdown of volunteer hours provided in 2016: 
 

Administrative Hours Patrol Hours Event-Related Hours 

1094 429 12 

Specialty Units  

Specialty units within the Uniform Patrol Section are comprised of uniform patrol officers 
who volunteer for specialty training in a specific discipline that compliments their function 
as a patrol officer. Officers who participate in these Units receive special training, noted in 
their respective paragraphs, and in addition to special patrols conducted in conjunction with 
their specialty units, still work regular shifts with their assigned road patrol squads.  

Motor Unit  

The Punta Gorda Police Department currently utilizes 
two (2) 2010 Harley-Davidson Electra Glide (Police 
Model) motors, with two motor officers trained to ride 
and assigned to the unit. Officers assigned to the 
Motor Unit patrol on their assigned motors based on 
their work schedule.  
 
The purpose of the department’s motor unit is to 
provide an additional service delivery channel that 
includes targeting areas of high volume traffic 
accidents, citizen complaints of traffic violations (speeding, red light running, etc.), as well as 
answering calls for service, escorts, parades, static displays and public relations. 

Bicycle Patrol Unit  

The bicycle unit consists of (5) five sworn police 
officers who are also assigned to squads, and have the 
ability to carry their bicycles on their respective patrol 
vehicles. The bicycle unit is a support function of the 
police department’s Uniform Patrol Section. Officers 
assigned to the unit are required to complete a 
comprehensive training program prior to being 
deployed as well as recurring training. Bike Team 
members ride throughout the city on patrol, 
conducting traffic enforcement, business and other 
commercial property checks, community policing, and 
educating the public about bicycle safety.  
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Traffic Homicide Investigators  

Traffic Homicide Investigators (THI) are Uniform Patrol Officers who excel in the technical 
aspects of crash investigations and have specialized training that goes far beyond standard 
accident investigation. This training coupled with specific equipment assists them to 
conduct an investigation of a crash involving a fatality and to properly process it as a crime 
scene. Traffic Homicide training involves a three-phase program; each phase being a 
separate 80 hour course.  
 
There are two members of the Punta Gorda Police Department’s Traffic Homicide 
Investigator Team. They respond to an average three vehicle crashes per year that involve a 
fatality or serious bodily injury that has a potential to result in a fatality.  

Community Services Section  

The Community Services Section of the Punta Gorda Police Department is responsible for 
educating the general public in regard to bicycle and pedestrian safety. This is completed 
through several different avenues. The Community Services Section distributes safety 
information and/or legal updates in regard to traffic-related issues through email and 
various social media outlets, to include facebook, and twitter. These alerts reach an 
estimated 2,500 customers within the City of Punta Gorda. Citizens who would like to 
receive these alerts can contact our Community Services Section at (941) 575-5525.  
 
Community Services officers conduct numerous speeches throughout the community during 
the year. Traffic-related issues or concerns are frequently addressed during these meetings. 
This provides an additional avenue for the citizens to relay any concerns.  

Volunteer Services  

The Volunteers On Patrol (VOP) program is designed to give the City greater police visibility 
by having local residents volunteer their time and talent. They act as additional eyes and 
ears for our patrol officers. The Volunteers on Patrol check for parking violations in handicap 
parking spaces, fire lanes, and ensure compliance of other City parking ordinances. The 
volunteer can either issue a parking citation or a courtesy warning when a vehicle is not in 
compliance with City Codes. 
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The Volunteers use a patrol car with the marking "Volunteers on Patrol" on the sides of the 
vehicle. This vehicle also acts as a visual deterrent to traffic violations, providing similar to 
the un-manned decoy car, without requiring a uniform patrol officer’s presence. There are 
approximately 30 VOP and Traffic Volunteer members currently in the program. The VOPs 
are available all year long and conduct patrols each day of the month at a minimal cost to 
the taxpayer.  
 

Section 4 – Equipment Overview 

Speed Measurement Technology  

The department utilizes both Radar and Laser speed detection devices of the following 
brands;  
 

 

 Kustom Signals Pro Laser III 

 Kustom Signals Pro 1000DS 

 Kustom Signals Raptor RP-1 

 Decatur Electronics Genesis II 

 Kustom Signals HR12 
(Handheld) 

Each unit must be calibrated every six 
months to remain in-service pursuant 

to Florida Administrative Code. Officers must complete a 40 hour Laser/Speed 
Measurement certification course before use or issuance. The benefit of having a speed 
detection device is it allows officers to immediately address speeding infractions and take 
appropriate action. The handheld radar and laser units assist officers with enforcing speed 
infractions where placement of a vehicle is not practical. Speed enforcement devices are a 
vital tool in keeping the motoring, and pedestrian public safe from speeding drivers. 

In-Car Video Cameras 

Each Punta Gorda Police Department marked road 

patrol vehicle is equipped with a Digital Ally in-car 

video camera system. This unique system utilizes 

the rear view mirror as its monitor and audio/video 

storage drive. Each video camera is digital and 

operates on a compact flash (CF) card for storage. 

Each camera has GPS mark capability, pre-event 

recording, wireless microphones, and each vehicle 

is equipped with a second rear seat camera. This 

technology has proven its worth as it captured daily emergency operations of officers and 

has produced useable, invaluable evidence for use in court proceedings.  

http://www.kustomsignals.com/index.php/products
http://decaturelectronics.com/
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Radar Speed Display Trailer  

The police department utilizes a radar speed display trailer 
in areas where an increased number of speed limit violators 
have been identified. This can be through reports from 
citizens or observations of officers during daily patrol. The 
trailer is moved frequently throughout the City of Punta 
Gorda to ensure drivers are aware of speed limits and 
reminded to drive safely. 
 
The police department has one radar speed display trailer.  
It is deployed perpetually throughout the year at various 
locations throughout the City. The purchase of this radar 
speed display trailer was made possible through a Florida 
Motor Unit Challenge award - no cost to Punta Gorda 
residents.  
 
Traffic enforcement requests as well as suggestions for the location of the radar speed 
display trailer can be directed to the Punta Gorda Police Department Operations 
Commander at (941) 575-5533 or email a request at http://www.ci.punta-
gorda.fl.us/government/police/traffic-enforcement-request 
 

Portable Breath Test Devices  

The police department utilizes the Alco-Sensor III Portable Breath Test (PBT) as a tool to 
determine if an underage person is under the influence of alcohol. 
This small portable machine is required to be checked and 
calibrated annually. State law does not allow the use of these 
machines in impaired driving investigations, but when an officer 
believes a person under the age of 21 has consumed alcohol but is 
not impaired beyond their normal faculties, this test can be used. 
This is considered an administrative test. If a person under 21 is 
determined to have a level higher than a .02, they can and will 
have their driving privilege suspended.  

 

Tint Meters  

The police department has six Pocket Detective 2.1 Tint 
Meters which are required to be calibrated semi-annually.  
 
In decreased lighting conditions, excessive window tint 
drastically reduces the officer’s visibility into a vehicle, as well 
as impairs the driver’s vision of the roadway. Dark tint also 
creates a hazard for officers as the approach a vehicle to 

http://www.window-tint-meter.com/windowtintmeter.p
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/police/traffic-enforcement-request
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/police/traffic-enforcement-request
http://www.intox.com/p-557-alco-sensor-iii.aspx
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contact the occupants, as they are unable to see potential threats contained within the 
vehicle.  
 
Florida State Statute 316.2953 addresses how dark side window tint may be. It states in 
part: 
 
As these restrictions can sound very technical to the average citizen, the Punta Gorda Police 
Department will take the time inspect vehicle tint to ensure that you are in compliance with 
the law. If you would like to have your tint measured, you can contact the Punta Gorda 
Police Department at (941) 639-4111 and ask that an officer perform the test. 
 

Section 5 – Department Policies 
The Punta Gorda Police Department is an accredited law enforcement agency with Excelsior 
status 5  through the Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation, Inc.  
Accreditation is the certification by an independent reviewing authority that the Punta 
Gorda Police Department has met specific requirements and prescribed standards, to 
include a wide-array of traffic-related policy standards as well as traffic safety and traffic 
enforcement standards. This peer-review system assures citizens that we are meeting the 
highest standard in law enforcement. 
 
The police department Leadership Team reviews all standard operating procedures on a 
scheduled basis to ensure that all officers have access to current legislative updates and the 
most effective and efficient means of working with their community. Below is a list of 
traffic-specific policies that are maintained by the police department. 
 

 510.00   Traffic Enforcement  
 510.01   Traffic Stops 
 510.02   Traffic Direction and Control 
 510.04   Traffic Crash Investigations 
 510.05   DUI Detection and Enforcement 
 510.06  Speed Measuring Devices 
 510.07  Traffic Ancillary Services 
 510.08  Window Sunscreening Material; Enforcement 
 510.09  In-Vehicle Audio/Video Recording 
 511.00   Emergency Vehicle Operation/Pursuits 

Bias-based Profil ing  

Biased-based profiling, formerly known as racial profiling, has been expanded to many other 
identifiable groups. It is the selection of an individual based solely on a trait common to a 
group for enforcement action. This includes but is not limited to: race, ethnic background, 
gender, sexual orientation, religion, economic status, age, cultural group or any other 
identifiable group.  
 

                                                             
5
 Excelsior status is granted to a law enforcement agency who has been re-accredited five times, without 

conditions, through the Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation, Inc.  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.2953.html
http://www.flaccreditation.org/
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Bias-based profiling in law enforcement is totally unacceptable. The police department has a 
strict policy that provides guidelines for officers to prevent such occurrences, and to protect 
our officers from unwarranted accusations. Motorists and pedestrians shall only be 
subjected to stops, seizures or detentions upon reasonable suspicion that they have 
committed, are committing, or are about to commit an infraction.  
 

Section 6 – Other Common Traffic Safety Issues 

Aggressive Driving 

The Punta Gorda Police Department currently enforces aggressive driving, as defined in 
Florida State Statute 316.1923. This aggressive driving law is enforceable when a violator 
commits two separately listed violations simultaneously; exceeding the posted speed, 
unsafely or improperly changing lanes, following another vehicle too closely, failing to yield 
to the right of way, improperly passing, and/or violating a traffic control or signal device.  
 
The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety survey found that in 2009, 56% of deadly crashes 
involve one or more unsafe driving behaviors typically associated with aggressive driving, 
with speed being the most common. A phone survey also conducted by the AAA Foundation 
found that most of the participants described driving in ways (in the past 30 days) that could 
be deemed aggressive such as speeding on highways, tailgating, and disobeying traffic 
control devices. 

Distracted Driving - Driving While Talking on a Cell Phone or 
Driving While Texting;  

Distracted driving is any non-driving activity a person engages in that has the potential to 
distract him or her from the primary task of driving and increases 
the risk of crashing. 
 
The three main types of distractions are visual, manual, and 
cognitive; taking their eyes off the road, their hands off the 
wheel, or their mind off of what they are doing - driving. 
 
There are many activities in which drivers are distracted including, cell phone use, eating, 
drinking, talking to passengers, grooming, and using navigational devices amongst many 
others. While all distractions pose a safety hazard, texting is extremely dangerous because it 
involves all three types of distraction together, visual, manual, and cognitive. 
 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reports that 20% of injury-related 
crashes in 2009 stemmed from distracted driving. Over 
5,000 people were killed on United States highways and an 
additional 448,000 were injured in 2009 in which some 
form of distracted driving was the cause. The report 
showed cell phone usage was the distraction related to 995 
of those deaths. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.1923.html
http://www.aaafoundation.org/home/
http://www.nhtsa.gov/
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CTIA – The Wireless Association®, an international nonprofit trade association representing 
the wireless communication industry reported as of December 2012, 171.3 billion text 
messages were sent in the US every month. Eleven percent of all drivers under the age of 20 
involved in fatal crashes were reported as distracted at the time of the crash. Sending or 
receiving a text takes a driver’s eyes from the road for an average of 4.6 seconds, the 
equivalent-at 55 mph-of driving the length of an entire football field, blind.  
 
As of October 1, 2013, texting while driving is a secondary non-criminal traffic infraction.  
Senate Bill 52 amends F.S. 316.305.  This bill provides assessment of points against the 
driver’s license for texting associated with various primary traffic infractions. 

The Move Over Law 

The Move Over Law, which passed during the 2002 legislative session, requires all motorists 
approaching an emergency vehicle with lights flashing to change lanes away from the 
emergency vehicle if traveling on a multi-lane roadway and if able to do so safely. If a driver 
is unable to move over or is traveling on a single-lane roadway, the driver is required to slow 
to a speed that is 20 miles per hour less than the posted speed limit when the posted speed 
limit is 25 miles per hour or greater; or travel at five miles per hour when the posted speed 
limit is 20 miles per hour or less. 
 

Seat Belt and Child Restraint Laws  

In the State of Florida, it is required by law to wear a safety belt while 
operating a motor vehicle. In 2010, the Florida legislature passed a 
primary seat belt law that states that law enforcement officers can pull 
over motorists that fail to buckle up. The safety belt usage law outlines 
the following: 
 
It is unlawful for any person:  

 To operate a motor vehicle in this state unless each passenger and the operator of 
the vehicle under the age of 18 years are restrained by a safety belt or by a child 
restraint device; or 

 To operate a motor vehicle in this state unless the person is restrained by a safety 
belt; and 

 It is unlawful for any person 18 years of age or older to be a passenger in the front 
seat of a motor vehicle unless such person is restrained by a safety belt when the 
vehicle is in motion. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.boston-car-accident-lawyer-blog.com/602535_seatbelt.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.boston-car-accident-lawyer-blog.com/2011/08/seat-belts-save-lives-in-massachusetts-car-accidents.html&usg=__sguewfKNs1hFAXdrVKDqD6J7xRw=&h=300&w=225&sz=15&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=b4_1ZeY3ybm0ZM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=87&ei=oJqTTs-bI86htweCqs34Bg&prev=/search?q=Car+crash+photos+seat+belts&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADFA_enUS400US401&tbm=isch&prmd=ivns&itbs
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.126.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.614.html
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According to the Florida Department of Transportation 2014 Seat Belt Use in Florida final 
report, the following state-wide statistics depict the increasing usage of safety belts in 
Florida. 

 
2007: 79.1% 2008: 81.7%         2009: 85.2% 2011:  87.4% 
2011: 88.1% 2012: 87.4% 2013: 87.2%         2014:  88.8% 

  
 

Source: NHTSA  2013 Statistical Summary 

 
With respect to child restraint laws, the law states the following: 
 

 Every operator of a motor vehicle, while transporting a child in a motor vehicle 
operated on the roadways, streets, or highways of this state, shall, if the child is 5 
years of age or younger, provide for protection of the child by properly using a crash-
tested, federally approved child restraint device.  

 For children aged through 3 years, such restraint device must be a separate carrier or 
a vehicle manufacturer’s integrated child seat.  

 For children aged 4 through 5 years, a separate carrier, an integrated child seat, or a 
seat belt may be used. 
 

The National Highway Safety and Traffic Administration have launched the Parents Central 
Program. Information that this program offers includes helpful tips on choosing the right car 
seat for your child and can be accessed at http://www.safercar.gov/parents/index.htm. 

Young Drivers  

Although independent circumstances are weighed, Punta Gorda Police Officers have found 
that counseling young drivers rather than penalizing them with a citation for a minor traffic 
violation is often a valuable tool in building a relationship as well as gaining voluntary 
compliance. 
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.613.html
http://www.safercar.gov/parents/index.htm
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Punta Gorda Uniform Patrol officers also have the option to contact the School Resource 
Officer (SRO) at Charlotte High School during a traffic stop involving a student. In some cases 
the SRO will respond to the location of the stop, meet with the officer and the student, and 
take an active role in educating the student regarding the matter. In most instances, the 
parent or guardian of the student is also notified. Parents are very appreciative of this 
approach and partner with the police department in correcting improper driving behaviors.  
 
The Punta Gorda Police Department believes in communicating with parents. Officers who 
make contact with a young driver (juvenile) complete a department Juvenile Notification 
Form. When an officer has a reason to issue a warning or a citation to a juvenile driver, the 
officer will obtain the contact information for the parent/guardian and mail them a post 
card briefly describing the reason for the interaction with their son/daughter. In following 
this procedure, we are assuring that the juvenile’s parents will learn of the traffic stop in a 
timely manner. On September 22, 2012, we upgraded our Juvenile Notification Form as 
depicted below. 
 

Juvenile Notification Form  

 
 
 

mailto:tviola@pgorda.us
mailto:tviola@pgorda.us
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Section 7 – Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety 

Punta Gorda Pathways  

The Punta Gorda Pathways is a system of approximately 18 miles of Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Trails and Paths that will connect the City's neighborhoods, parks, and commercial areas. 
This system benefits resident and visitor alike, enhancing our quality of life. The Punta 
Gorda Pathways projects are funded through a combination of Federal Transportation 
Funds, 1 Cent Local Option Infrastructure Sale Tax, and private sector development projects. 
This major infrastructure investment represents a down payment on the path to a more 
sustainable Punta Gorda. 
 
 

 
Punta Gorda Pathways Map 

More information about the Punta Gorda Pathways can be found on the City’s website. 
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Multi- Use Recreational Trail (MURT) 

Approximately four (4) miles long the US 41 Multi-Use 

Recreational Trail provides visitors and residents an 

opportunity to connect to neighborhoods and 

commercial areas south of the historic core of Punta 

Gorda:   

    

- Burnt Store Meadows - Burnt Store Isles 

- Seminole Lakes  - History Park  

- Punta Gorda Library   - Golf Course 

- Muscle Car Museum  - Hounds on Henry 

- YMCA (gym & tennis)            - Shopping & Dining 
 

Sharing the Shared-use Path  
  

 Respect other trail users: joggers, walkers, wheelchairs all have trail rights Respect 

slower cyclists; yield to slower users Obey speed limits; they are posted for your 

safety 

 Announce when passing: use a bell, horn or voice to indicate your intention to pass 

Warn others well in advance so you do not startle them clearly announce “On your 

left” when passing 

 Yield when entering and crossing:  yield to traffic at places where the trail crosses 

the road Yield to other users at trail intersections Slow down before intersections 

and when entering the trail from the road 

 Keep right:  stay as close to the right as possible, except when passing Give yourself 

enough room to maneuver around any hazards Ride single file to avoid possible 

collisions with other trail users  

 Pass on left:  scan ahead and behind before announcing your intention to pass 

another user Pull out only when you are sure the lane is clear Allow plenty of room, 

about two bike lengths, before moving back to the right   

 

Harborwalk 

Punta Gorda Harborwalk, created in 2010, is situated along scenic Charlotte Harbor. The 

Harborwalk encompasses approximately three (3) miles of Punta Gorda Pathways.  This 

signature feature  connects East Punta Gorda at Charlotte Regional Medical Center to West 

Punta Gorda at Fishermen’s Village with safe means of access under both US 41 bridges.  

Featured destination points along the Harborwalk   include:  

 

- Laishley Park Marina    - Laishley Park 

- Interactive Fountain  - Gilchrist Park  

- Trabue Park   - Fishing Pier 
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- Restaurants/Shops/Hotels    - Spirit of Punta Gorda Sculpture  

 

 Linear Park 

 

The City’s Linear Park transformed the historic railroad right-of-way, once the southern                  

terminus of railroad service on the western coast of Florida, into a scenic trail. Connecting 

the Harborwalk, to the north, to US 41 at the southern end of downtown, the path traverses 

for approximately two (2) miles through the City’s historic neighborhood district.  Assessable 

from Linear Park Pathways are: 

 

Fisherman’s Village (Restaurants/Shops/Marina), 

 Visual Arts Center, Sculpture Park,  

Educational Markers, Connection to Harborwalk 

City Bike Loaner Program  

Through the public-private partnership between the 
City of Punta Gorda and TEAM Punta Gorda, the city 
offers the Bicycle Loaner program which provides 
free yellow bicycles that are located at our local 
hotels, merchants and marinas. This program offers 
the opportunity to enjoy a bike ride throughout our 
community by checking in with one of the various 
sponsors where you see the canary yellow bicycles. 
 
The person borrowing the bicycle has to present the sponsor 
with their ID and credit card, sign a form “Notice to borrowers and operators of loaner 
bikes”, and then they will receive the lock key to obtain a bicycle. The bicycle operators are 
given a bike tour map and instructed on bicycle safety rules with the request to adhere to 
the following guidelines:  
 

1. Loaner bikes are not equipped with headlamps. Bikes are to be returned to the pick-
up location when the location requests the bike back. 

2. Do not operate cell phones or headset devices while riding.  
3. Wear proper footwear while operating the bike. Please no sandals or flip flops. 
4. Riders must wear a helmet, No exceptions. 
5. Be familiar with and operate the bicycle in a manner consistent with Florida Law      

Enforcement Guide which is available upon request. 
6. When on the roadway you must act as a vehicle. When on the sidewalk you must act 

as a pedestrian. 
7. Riders understand that they are responsible for damages to the bike beyond wear 

and tear. 
8. Always lock the loaner bicycle when you stop. 
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Bicycle Laws 

Punta Gorda Police Officers keep a strong focus on making sure that bicyclists in the 
community are safe by ensuring they are cycling with the flow of traffic on the roadway, 
obeying traffic signs and other rules of the road, and that night riders maintain proper 
lighting. Likewise, the agency is committed to enforcing motorist violations with respect to 
bicycle riders. 
 
In the State of Florida, a bicycle is defined as a vehicle, and as such bicyclists have the same 
rights to the roadway, and must obey the same traffic laws as the drivers of other vehicles. 
Florida Statute 316.083 requires the driver of a vehicle overtaking a bicycle, to pass the 
bicycle at a safe distance of not less than 3 feet between the vehicle and the bicycle. This is 
commonly referred to as the “3-foot rule.” 
 
State law says bicyclists must ride as far to the right as practicable. It does NOT say as far to 
the right as possible. Practicable means capable of being done within the means and 
circumstances present. A cyclist should maintain no less than 2 feet of clearance from the 
edge of usable pavement to have room to maneuver around obstructions and to be more 
visible to crossing traffic. If there is a bicycle lane provided, or Multi-Use Recreational Lane, 
the cyclist is required to travel in those lanes.  
 
When riding on sidewalks or in crosswalks, a bicyclist has the same rights and duties as a 
pedestrian. A bicyclist riding on sidewalks or in crosswalks must yield the right-of-way to 
pedestrians and must give an audible signal before passing. 
  
Other helpful bicycle safety tips: 
 

 On-street parking — A cyclist riding past parked cars should maintain a clearance of 
4 feet to avoid risk of collision with an opening car door. 

 Intersection positioning — A cyclist going straight through an intersection in a lane 
that serves thru traffic and right turns, should ride in the center or left half of the 
lane to avoid common collisions. Cyclists should never ride straight in a lane marked 
exclusively for right turns, i.e., one marked or signed with the word "ONLY." 

 One-way streets — A cyclist operating on a one-way street with two or more traffic 
lanes may operate in the left lane. 

 
                                                         
A bicycle being operated between sunset and sunrise must 
be equipped with a lamp on the front exhibiting a white 
light visible from 500 feet to the front and both a red 
reflector and a lamp on the rear exhibiting a red light visible 
from 600 feet to the rear. Although not required, additional 
lighting is permitted and recommended. The risk of injury 
increases dramatically at night. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.083.html
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If you would like to read the complete set of Florida Bicycle laws, they are available on-line 
at the following link: Florida Bicycle Statutes. Specific questions can be addressed by 
contacting the Punta Gorda Police Department at (941) 639-4111 and requesting to speak to 
the Bicycle Patrol Unit Team Leader. The Florida Bicycle Law Enforcement Guide is an 
additional resource that is available on-line.  
 
With the proper education and safety, any bicyclist can experience an enjoyable ride 
throughout our beautiful City and experience the bike tours Punta Gorda has to offer.  

Child Bicycle Helmet Distribution  

The Punta Gorda Police Department frequently attends city events and bike rodeos to 
provide children with free bicycle helmets and ensure their 
proper fit. This program helps parents in the community keep 
their children safe and in compliance with Florida State Statute 
316.2065(d), which states that all children under the age of 16 
must wear a helmet while operating a bicycle.  
 
The police department provides approximately 100 helmets each 
year to local youth. These helmets are funded through the 
Florida Department of Transportation. If a child is in need of a 

bicycle helmet and cannot afford to purchase one, their parent/guardian can contact the 
Community Services Section at (941) 575-5525, or email kheck@pgorda.us. 

Pedestrian Safety 

Ensuring pedestrian safety is an important role that the police 
department takes seriously as a priority to maintain a high quality of 
life for residents and business community. Florida’s pedestrian laws 
and regulations can be located in Florida State Statute 316.130.  
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?%20App_mode=Display_Statute&%20URL=0300-0399/0316/0316ContentsIndex.html&StatuteYear=2011&Title=%2D%3E2011%2D%20%25%203E%20Chapter%20316
http://www.floridabicycle.org/rules/bikelaw.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.2065.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.2065.html
mailto:kheck@pgorda.us
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.130.html
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Per the United States Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway 
Administration; pedestrians should keep these tips in mind:  

 Cross the street at a designated crosswalk. Attempt to make eye contact with the 
driver before crossing in front of them. Never assume any of the driver’s actions. 

 Walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are no sidewalks, walk facing traffic as far to the 
left as possible.  

 Be a safe pedestrian around cars. Watch for cars that are turning or backing up.  

 Use caution at intersections, where drivers may fail to yield the right-of-way to 
pedestrians while turning onto another street.  

 Increase visibility at night by carrying a flashlight and wearing reflective clothing.  

 It's safest to walk on a sidewalk, but if it’s unavoidable to walk on the side of the 
street, walk facing traffic.  

 
The Department of Transportation has installed pedestrian signals at select intersections 

throughout the City. These computer-controlled signals allow a safe 
way for pedestrians to cross the street. The pedestrian signal, when 
activated, provides time for the pedestrian to enter the street on 
the steady "WALK" signal and finish crossing the street on the 
flashing "DON'T WALK" signal. The pedestrian signal is activated by 
a pedestrian detector push-button, which causes the controller to 
operate a preprogrammed timed sequence of steady "WALK" and 
flashing "DON'T WALK" indications.  

 

Safe Routes to School  

The Safe Routes to School Program was authorized in August 2005 by Section 1404 of the 
federal transportation act, SAFETEA-LU (the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users). This program will provide a total of $612 
million in Federal-aid highway funds to State Departments of Transportation to make it 
safer, easier and more fun for children in grades K through 8, to walk or bicycle to and from 
school. 
 
The purposes of the Safe Routes to School Program are: 
 

 To enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk and 

bicycle to school 

   

 To make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more appealing transportation 

alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age, and 

   

 To facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and 

activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air 

pollution in the vicinity of schools. 

  

http://www.dot.gov/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/
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Each Student that attends any Charlotte County school is given an educational pamphlet, 
which is provided by the Transportation Division of the Charlotte County School system. This 
pamphlet provides tips about how to choose the best route when going to school without 
the use of a school bus. 
 
The Punta Gorda Police Department has an active member on the Charlotte County School 
Transportation Review Committee (TRC). This committee reviews any denied requests for 
exceptions to the transportation policies of the Charlotte County School Board. This 
committee serves as part of the Charlotte County School’s multi-step process to ensure 
children are getting the transportation that they need within the law.  
Section 8 – Other Highly Visible and Sustained Enforcement Efforts 

Section 8 – Other Sustained Enforcement Efforts 

Speed Enforcement – Traditional and Innovative Initiatives  

The police department uses traditional techniques to address excessive speed infractions 
such as deploying our radar speed display trailer, moving and stationary radar and laser 
enforcement, vehicle pacing techniques, education efforts, etc. An innovative technique 
recently implemented is the Unmanned Decoy Car. These marked patrol cars are 
strategically placed at intersections or in areas with the focus of reducing traffic speeds and 
making our roads safer for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. This vehicle would 
otherwise be stationed at the police department as an alternate patrol car, in case a primary 
patrol vehicle is taken out of service.  
 
According to a study performed in July 2000 by the United States National Library of 
Medicine National Institutes of Health, speeding is often implicated as a causal factor in 
motor vehicle crashes. One potential intervention to prevent speeding is the placement of a 
roadside unmanned police car. The following is an excerpt from their study abstract: 
 

RESULTS:  
During the baseline surveillance, 72.0% of vehicles (186,578 of 259,074 motorists) 
had speeds greater than 45 mph. After placement of the unmanned police car, 41.0% 
of motorists (92,272 of 225,026 motorists) exceeded 45 mph (p < .0001). Over the 10-
day study period, when the decoy police car was in place, the percentage of motorists 
exceeding 45 mph gradually increased from 27.2% to 47.4%. Upon removal of the 
police car, speeding returned approximately to baseline, with 67.5% of motorists 
(120,640 of 178,752 motorists) exceeding 45-mph. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
Parking an unmanned police car beside a road was associated with a large reduction 
in speeding over a 10-day period. Removal of the unmanned police car resulted in a 
return to pre-intervention speeding. 

 
The Punta Gorda Police Department has been employing this crash-reduction technique for 
the past nine years and has experienced positive citizen feedback. On occasion, the 
unmanned car is replaced with a manned patrol car to conduct enforcement campaigns. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10912856
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10912856
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Red Light Violations and Red Light Cameras  

Per Florida State Statue 316.075, an operator of a motor vehicle is required to come to a 
complete stop at the stop bar, or if none exists, then before entering a crosswalk or before 
entering into an intersection.  
 
Unless otherwise prohibited by signage, while making a turn on a red light, a driver must 
come to a stop, yielding to pedestrians and other traffic having the right-of-way.  
 
The City of Punta Gorda does not utilize red light cameras as a means of red 
light violation enforcement. The police department maintains an aggressive 
stance on violation education and enforcement. 

Reckless Driving 

According to Florida State Statute 316.192, reckless driving is defined as any person who 
drives any vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property. This is 
a criminal offense; a second degree misdemeanor that may result in incarceration up to 90 
days, loss of driving privileges, as well as other monetary and administrative penalties.  
 
Over the course of the past four years, the Punta Gorda Police Department has made a total 
of six reckless driving arrests. Keeping these incidents at a minimal number is a direct 
reflection of the department’s highly visible enforcement on our City’s main thoroughfares, 
such as US41.  

Parking Violations  

The City of Punta Gorda has several parking ordinances in effect which help make the city a 
safer place for both drivers and pedestrians. These ordinances are enforced by police 
officers and Volunteers in Policing personnel who are specially trained in parking 
enforcement and traffic control. Residents should be aware of and understand these 
parking laws. A few examples are below.  
 
Handicapped parking: 
Any person who stops, stands or parks a vehicle in, or obstructs any parking space 
designated as provided in sub-subsection (a)(2), or otherwise clearly labeled for "Parking By 
Disabled Permit Only," is guilty of a civil traffic infraction, punishable by a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00). 
 
(a) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or 
the directions of a police officer or official traffic control sign or signal, no person shall: 
  
Other parking: 
Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of and 
while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers: 

o In a Fire Lane; 
o Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant; 
o At any place where an official traffic control sign or signal prohibits parking; 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.075.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.192.html
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o On any vacant land or public right-of-way located in the special zoning 
districts 

 
Overnight parking: 
No vehicle shall be kept or parked on vacant land zoned for residential purposes or on a 
public right-of-way in the Special Residential Overlay District6 between the hours of 1:00 
a.m. and 5:00 a.m. 
 
All parking ordinances can be found on the City of Punta Gorda’s website under Code of 
Ordinances, under Chapter 23. 
 

Section 9 - Traffic Education and Enforcement 
Initiatives 

Traffic Education and Enforcement Initiatives  

Click-it or Ticket/Buckle-Up Seat Belt Enforcement 

Law Enforcement Officers know that seat belts save lives. To that end, 
one of our goals is to participate in education and enforcement 
campaigns such as Click it or Ticket. Click It or Ticket is a National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration campaign aimed at increasing the 
use of seat belts among people in the United States. The campaign relies 
heavily on targeted advertising.  
 

 
 

Over the Limit – Under Arrest/Holiday DUI 

Enforcement 

 Impaired driving is one of America’s most often 
committed and deadliest crimes. In Florida, it is illegal 
to drive with a breath or blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC) of .08 or higher. Yet 10,076 people died 
nationally in 2013 in traffic crashes in which at least 
one vehicle driver or motorcycle rider had a BAC of .08 or 
higher. 
  
In an effort to get impaired drivers off the road, raise public awareness about the dangers of 
impaired driving, and most importantly, to save more lives on city roadways, the police 
department participates in the national impaired-driving enforcement crackdowns known as 
"Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over." 

                                                             
6
 Special Residential Overlay District was established in 1986 to provide control to land subdivided within the 

City, more commonly known as Punta Gorda Isles, Burnt Store Isles, and Burnt Store Meadows. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=over+the+limit+under+arrest+campaign&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4GGHP_enUS476US476&biw=1280&bih=868&tbm=isch&tbnid=iC9e-FuV0CdcZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.mainepersonalinjurylaw.com/2010/08/articles/accidents/over-the-limit-under-arrest/&docid=xME-Vy55pr5zUM&imgurl=http://www.mainepersonalinjurylaw.com/uploads/image/over_the_limit2.jpg&w=629&h=292&ei=5FS6T6yTLZCo8QScs8m_Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=586&vpy=177&dur=677&hovh=153&hovw=330&tx=139&ty=82&sig=118017591231537586661&page=1&tbnh=95&tbnw=205&start=0&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/city-clerk/code-of-ordinances
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/city-clerk/code-of-ordinances
http://www.clickitfla.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Highway_Traffic_Safety_Administration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Highway_Traffic_Safety_Administration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seat_belt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Targeted_advertising
http://www.nhtsa.gov/Impaired
http://www.nhtsa.gov/Impaired
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Section 10 – Frequently Asked Questions 
1. What are the little blue lights on the bottom of traffic signals?  
 
The official name of these blue lights is a Traffic Signal Confirmation Light. 
When a light turns red, the blue light comes on, allowing police to 
identify red light runners from any angle at the intersection, even if the 
officer cannot see the actual red light. The lights are located at targeted 
intersections that have a potential for high-volume red light violations.  
 
2. Can I make a right turn on a red light? 
 
Yes, but carefully and only after coming to a complete stop. Florida State Statute 316.075 
provides that on a steady red light, the driver of a vehicle must stop at the clearly marked 
stop line or crosswalk line. The driver should yield right of way to pedestrians and other 
traffic proceeding as directed by the signal at the intersection. An intersection frequently 
questioned is turning onto US 41 Northbound from Taylor Road. A right turn on red is 
permissible at this intersection; however, caution should be used for the safety of 
pedestrians in the area.  
   
3. Can I make a left turn at a red light? 
 
Yes, but only if traveling on a one-way street which intersects with another one-way street 
in which traffic moves to the left. You still need to stop in obedience to the steady red light, 
as well as yield right of way to pedestrians and oncoming traffic.  
  

3.a  How about the center lane on Olympia Avenue turning left onto North 
Tamiami Trail? 
 

Florida State Statute 316.075 addresses making left turns onto a one-way from a one-way 
street, and does specifically address the two-lane turn option in question. Turning from the 
center lane is legal, requiring a complete stop and yielding to oncoming traffic prior to 
making the turn. However, extra caution should be used as your vehicle will be crossing 
three lanes of northbound traffic on Tamiami Trail.  
 
4. Do I need a driver’s license to operate a moped? 
 
This is covered under Florida State Law Chapter 322. According to the law, unless the 
subject vehicle has pedals in which the vehicle is propelled by a combination of human 
power and an electric helper motor, you WILL need a driver’s license to operate it. The myth 
surrounding the “under 50 CCs” provision negating the need for a driver’s license is false. 
The only statutory difference is if your vehicle is under 50 CCs, you will not need a 
Motorcycle Endorsement.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.075.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.075.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0322/0322ContentsIndex.html&StatuteYear=2011&Title=%2D%3E2011%2D%3EChapter%20322
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5. Can I drive my golf cart in my neighborhood? 
 
No. Florida  State Statute 316.212, provides that the operation of a golf cart upon the public 
roads or streets of this state is prohibited. There are provisions outlined in the law that 
allow municipalities the opportunity to designate certain roadways for the safe operation of 
golf carts, but no such roads exist in the City limits of Punta Gorda. 
 
6. There is no speed limit sign on the street. What is the speed limit in my neighborhood?   
 
Unless otherwise posted, Florida law and the Florida Driver’s Handbook cites Florida’s 
"standard" speed limit at 30 miles per hour in municipal speed areas as well as business or 
residential areas.  
 

6.a  People are always speeding on my street. How can I request the police 
department conduct extra traffic enforcement in my neighborhood?   
 

City residents are encouraged to voice their traffic-related concerns directly to the Punta 
Gorda Police Department, by phone or via our on-line Traffic Enforcement Request Form. 
We evaluate every request and assign resources as deemed appropriate. If you wish, you 
will also receive a follow-up contact to find out the results of our efforts. 

 
7. When do I have to stop for a school bus?  

 
On a two-way street or highway, all drivers moving in either direction must stop for a 
stopped school bus which is picking-up or dropping-off children. You must remain stopped 
until all children are clear of the roadway and the bus’s stop arm is withdrawn. If the 
highway is divided by a raised barrier or an unpaved median at least five feet wide, you do  
not have to stop if you are moving in the opposite direction of the bus. Painted lines or 
pavement markings are not considered barriers. You must always stop if you are moving in 
the same direction as the bus and you must remain stopped until the bus stop arm is 
withdrawn. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sections/0316.212.html
http://www.flhsmv.gov/handbooks/EnglishDriverHandbook.pdf
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/police/traffic-enforcement-request
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8.  What should I do when a Police Officer pulls me over? 
 

There may come a time where you get stopped by the police while operating your vehicle. 
Although traffic stops are quite frequent, each one is different and has the potential for 
danger. Hopefully, after reading this you will better understand what happens at a traffic 
stop and what you can do to minimize the dangers to both yourself and the officer involved. 
 
For starters, it is important to know that more police officers are killed each year while 
conducting traffic stops than during any other police function. Because of this statistic, 
officers are trained to approach each vehicle with due care and caution. 
 
The most common reason for a traffic stop is a minor civil motor vehicle infraction. What 
this means is the officer observed your vehicle breaking a minor traffic law (there are 
several hundred of them) and by law is required to give you a citation or warning 
documenting the violation. Usually, the officer will follow your vehicle and signal you to pull 
over by activating the emergency lights and/or siren. The law requires that you pull your 
vehicle to the right and stop. At this stage of the traffic stop, it is very important that you do 
not get out of your vehicle. The officer may direct you to move your vehicle to a different 
location in order to conduct the traffic stop. This is done if the officer believes the current 
location is unsafe for you, the officer, or the other passing motorists. 
 
If the traffic stop is taking place at night, turn on your interior or dome light. By illuminating 
the interior of your vehicle, you show the officer how many people are in the car and what 
they are doing. Turn off your radio, as it will help you and the officer hear each other when 
speaking. It is also a good idea to leave both your hands on the steering wheel until the 
officer has spoken to you for the first time. Keeping your hands in view at all times shows 
the officer you have nothing to hide. 
  
If you remember the below five things, your traffic stop experience should be much more 
relaxed and friendly. 
 

 stay in your vehicle  

 turn on your interior light  

 keep your passengers still and quiet (if applicable)  

 keep both hands on the steering wheel until the officer tells you otherwise  

 don't make any sudden movements in the car, especially under the front seats, in 
the center console or in the glove compartment  

 
9.  What are the guidelines that an officer uses when deciding whether to issue a ticket 

or a warning?   
 

The Punta Gorda Police Department has a traffic enforcement policy emphasizing firm, fair, 
and consistent enforcement of traffic violations. The ultimate goal of directed traffic 
enforcement is the reduction of accidents and injuries. Through speaking to the violator, an 
Officer uses their discretion to determine whether a warning or citation is warranted to 
ensure the violation will not occur again.  


