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ail Magazine's recent review of Punta Village harbors boardwalk shops, casual and fine dining,

Corda'’s front door describes Charlotte and resort accommodations. Marina Dock Age Magazine

Harbor as a “Thin-Water Paradise.” That's evaluated the bustling village's full-service docks and

how sailors identify friendly waters perfect shops, rating it “Marina of the Year.” Captains and crews =

for small and medium-size cruisers, yachts rave about its protected harbor and chandlery services =
and charter boats. Punta Gorda has deep water access, for just about every boating need. Whether arriving by
too. National and regional fishing tournaments draw kayak or yacht, maritime visitors find Punta Gorda's snug

world-class anglers. At the waterfront, Fishermen'’s harbor is an island of enchantment.




EXPERIENCE

hether pedaling around town with the city’s
free bike-loaner program, taking a stroll,
golfing, tennis, mini-marathons, regattas or
races — if it's outdoors, Punta Gorda does it
with style. Florida's best small city is a
bike-friendly, safe-walking community. Its network of
pedestrian sidewalks links historic neighborhoods and
parks, connecting strollers and joggers to downtown

attractions and a vibrant city center. Eighteen miles of
groomed paths and pet-friendly walking trails are
professionally marked and maintained, winning the
city Florida Bicycle Association's Community of the
Year award. Lifestyle columnists and sports writers —
ranging from Golf Digest, Sail, and Money Magazine
to Forbes and Rand McNally — keep Punta Gorda at
the top of their national “Best of” lists year after year.
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SAFEST SMALL CITY
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uch more than fruit and vegetables, the Whether it's carrots or carob you're seeking, grab
M bounty of Southwest Florida is stacked high at aroomy tote and shop alongside chefs, cooks,

Punta Gorda's famous Farmer's Market. The restaurateurs, and neighbors. Don't overlook ]
region’s year-round abundance of local orange-blossom honey, winter tomatoes, juicy
fresh-from-the-farm staples is a feast for the mangoes, plump avocados, live herbs, fresh spices,

eyes and a delicious invitation. Exotics from around the flowering orchids and bouquets of aromatic

world appear next to bushels of local delicacies. Organic flowers — and that's the short list!

and hydroponic growers offer niche and specialty crops.
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lorida’s southwestern estuaries, mangrove wetlands,  managed in partnership with state and federal scientists to
historic rivers, and productive uplands comprise accommodate a wide range of active and passive uses.
one of the largest ecosystems of its kind in North Accessible parks and preserves, boat launches, and picnic
America. Punta Gorda takes immense pride in its areas invite family excursions. Fish for the 40-inch snook;
ecological riches. Inland, its green-tree canopy catch-and-release the silver king tarpon. Stalk flocks of

shades city streets and residential districts. Surrounding the roseate spoonbills with binoculars; capture pods of
city, maritime and coastal habitats support over 600 species dolphin on video. The region's unique environment
of birds, fish, and marine wildlife. Punta Gorda's ecosystem is sustains Florida's best small city.
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ARTS  CULINARY DESTINATION FESTIVALS

hen it comes to culture, Punta Gorda thinks Spontaneous jams at the city's palm-lined, harbor-front

big. Its attractive, full-service cultural and park have been known to serenade the sunset. The

convention center is accessible by land and by ~ community pickup string-and-wind band makes

sea. The acclaimed Charlotte Symphony regular, impromptu appearances and welcomes

Orchestra is no stranger to standing ovations.  backup musicians to join the sessions. Whether staged
Innovative artists' galleries are tucked throughout the indoors or tented on the green, when there’s a school
city. Jazz festivals, wine and cuisine affairs, and open-air reunion, family wedding, or major trade show on the
art shows enliven the community throughout the year. calendar, Punta Gorda offers the perfect venue.
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