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CHARTER INDEX 

 
- A - 

     
ADMINISTRATIVE BRANCH                          Article/Section      Page Number  
City manager head of ........................................... IV-1 7    
 
ANNEXATIONS                                                 
Extension of public utilities franchise  
  Franchises. See also that title ............................XV-5 19 
         
ANNUAL BUDGET                                              
City manager's duties re................................... IV-1(c) 7 
Fiscal year.............................................................V-1 9  
 
APPROPRIATIONS 
Contracts extending beyond one year ............... XVII-2 21 
 
ASSESSMENTS 
Local improvements 
  Special assessments for ........................................ VI 9  
 
ATTORNEY 
City attorney. See: Department of Law 
 

- B -  
BONDS 
Capital improvements 
  By special assessments and issuance of bonds...VI-1 9  
Existing liabilities................................................... I-3 2 
 
BOUNDARIES 
Defined................................................................. II-1 3  
Map ...................................................................... II-1 3 
 
BUDGET 
City manager 
  Preparing and submitting annual budget 
  budget message, etc ...................................... IV-1(c) 7  
Fiscal year.............................................................V-1 9 
  
BUILDINGS 
Debris resulting from fires, demolition, etc. 
  Removal of....................................................... XIII-1 17 
 

- C - 
 
CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE. See: Elections 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS. See: Improvements 
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CHARTER 
Amended and revised............................................. I-1 2 
Charter Review Committee ................................. XVI-1 20 
City Council and Voter Petition........................... XVI-2 20 
City Manager Duties re enforcement of provisions IV-1(g) 7  
Severability clause............................................. XVII-7 22  
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
City Manager shall be........................................... IV-1 7 
 
CITY ATTORNEY. See: Department of Law 
 
CITY CLERK 
City Council. See also that title 
 Appointment and Duties of Clerk re .................... XIV 18 
Custodian of City's documents and records .......... XIV 18  
Ordinances, resolutions authenticating ................. XIV 18 
 
CITY COUNCIL 
City Clerk. See also that title 
Duties re Council proceedings.............................. III-7 5 
City Manager. See also that title 
Acts of Council 
  Manager to see that they are enforced, etc..... IV-1(g) 7 
Annual budget, budget message, and capital program 
  Manager preparing and submitting to Council IV-1(c) 7 
Appointment and removal of by Council............. III-14 6 
Attending meetings...........................................IV-1(f) 7 
Councilmembers interfering with  
  administration of Manager ................................. IV-2 8 
Financial condition & future needs of City Keeping  
  Council advised of, making recommendations, etcIV-1(d) 7 
Report on finances and administration activities 
  Manager preparing and submitting to Council IV-1(b) 7 
Compensation...................................................... III-4 4 
Department of law. See also that title 
City Council providing for ..................................... X-1 13 
Elected at large. See also: Elections 
  Generally.................................................... III-2, IX-1 3,11 
  Forfeiture of office ............................................. III-6 4 
Investigations by Council of municipal affairs,  
  conduct of officers, etc .................................... XVI-1 21  
Mayor. See also that title 
  Presiding officer at meetings.............................. III-5 4  
Meetings 
  Absence from................................................... III-11 6   
  City Manager attending, etc ............................IV-1(f) 7   
  Duties of City Clerk re ......................................... XIV 18 
  Generally............................................................ III-7 5 
  Organizational meeting...................................... III-8 5 
  Presiding officer at ............................................. III-5 4 
  Voting. See within this title that subject 
Composition ........................................................ III-2 3 
Council-manager form of government .................. III-1 3  
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 CITY COUNCIL continued 
 
Official bonds  Council providing for giving of .. XVII-5 22 
Ordinances. See also: Ordinances, Resolutions, Etc. 
  Enactment of.................................................... III-13 6 
Personal interest in contracts, stocks, etc.......... XVII-4 21 
Planning Commission 
  City Council to make appointment ..................... XI-1 14                
Presiding officer. See within this title: Mayor 
Qualifications....................................................... III-3 4 
  Council to be judge of........................................ III-9 5 
Quorum ............................................................... III-8 5    
Recall of members of City Council ..................... XII-11 17 
Initiative; referendum; recall. See that title 
Rules of procedure and journal .......................... III-10 6 
Salaries ................................................................ III-4 4 
Streets, sidewalks, public ways, etc. 
  Jurisdiction over by Council.............................. XIII-1 17 
  Streets and sidewalks. See also that title 
Terms of office..................................................... III-2 3 
Vacancies............................................................. III-6 4 
Voting  Quorum ................................................... III-8 5 
 
CITY FINANCES. See: Finances 
 
CITY MANAGER 
Acting City Manager  
  Designating; acting during absence  
  or disability of Manager; etc............................... IV-3 8 
Appointment and removal of.............................. III-14 6 
City Council. See also that title 
Interfering with administration of Manager........... IV-2 8 
Compensation.................................................... III-14 6 
Departmental divisions 
  Manager establishing ......................................... IV-4 8 
Interference with administration........................... IV-2 8 
Investigation by Manager of municipal affairs 
   conduct of officers, etc .................................. XVII-1 21 
Powers and duties ................................................ IV-1 7 
 
CLERK. See: City Clerk 
 
COMMON SEAL 
Continuation of present municipality...................... I-2 2 
 
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS 
City Manager 
  Signing contracts on behalf of City................. IV-1(h) 7 
Contracts extending beyond one year ............... XVII-2 21 
Existing liabilities................................................... I-3 2 
Personal interest of officers or  
  employees, Councilmembers, etc., in .............. XVII-4 21 
COUNCIL. See: City Council 

- D - 
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DEMOLITION 
Demolition of buildings 
  Removing debris resulting from ....................... XIII-1 17 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 
City Attorney 
  Heading department; compensation.................... X-2 13 
Matters adverse to City 
  Attorney accepting retainer as private counsel in X-2 13 
Qualifications........................................................ X-2 13 
City Council may provide for ................................. X-1 13 
 
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY 
City Council. See that title 
City Manager 
Department heads 
  Appointment, removal or suspension by ManagerIV-1(a) 7 
Directing and supervising administration of all  
  departments, offices, and agencies ................ IV-1(e) 7 
Establishing divisions of  
  departments by Manager.................................... IV-4 8 
Department of law. See that title 
Fire department. See that title 
Investigations into conduct of departments, officers, etc. 
  City Council or City Manager, by ..................... XVII-1 21 
Planning Commission. See that title 
Police department. See that title 
 
DISCRIMINATION 
Officers and employees. See that title 
 
DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS OF CITY 
City Clerk to be custodian of .............................. XIV-7 18 
 

- E - 
 
ELECTIONS  
Candidates for nomination or election to office 
  Dividing into groups on ballots, etc.................... IX-5 13 
Members of classified service not to  
  continue in such position .................................. VII-2 10 
Qualifications of................................................... IX-4 12  
Candidates for office of Councilmembers 
  Qualifying date for ............................................. IX-1 11  
Canvass of returns ............................................... IX-3 12 
City Council 
  Candidates for office of City Councilmember, etc.IX-1 11 
Councilmember elected by elections 
  Taking office...................................................... IX-1 11 
Duties re election arrangement ............................ IX-2 11 
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ELECTIONS continued 
 
Clerks.  See within this title; Inspectors and Clerks 
Date of elections .................................................. IX-1 11 
Declaring results thereof...................................... IX-3 12 
General election laws to apply .............................. IX-6 13 
Initiative; referendum; recall. See that title 
Inspectors and clerks Appointment by Council. .... IX-2 11 
Issuing proclamation calling elections .................. IX-2 11 
Petitions generally 
  Initiative; referendum; recall. See that title 
  Petitions of candidates for office ........................ IX-4 12 
Qualifications of candidates ................................. IX-4 12 
Referendum. See: Initiative; Referendum; Recall 
Results of elections 
  Canvass of returns ............................................. IX-3 12 
  City Council declaring ........................................ IX-2 11 
Initiative; referendum; recall. See that title 
Runoff elections 
  Holding.............................................................. IX-1 11 
  Voting ............................................................... IX-5 13 
 
EMPLOYEES. See: Officers and Employees 
 

- F - 
FINANCES 
Assessments. See that title 
Bonds. See that title 
Budget, budget message, etc. 
  Duty of City Manager re ................................. IV-1(c) 7 
  Fiscal year ..........................................................V-1 9 
City Manager 
  Duties re annual budget,  
  financial conditions of City, etc. ......................... IV-1 7 
Contracts and agreements. See that title 
Director of finance 
  Official bond ................................................... XVII-5 22 
Existing obligations, contracts, etc. 
  Existing liabilities................................................. I-3 2 
Fiscal year ............................................................V-1 9 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Composition ..................................................... VIII-2 11 
Fire chief 
  Generally ......................................................... VIII-2 11 
Operating as part of classified service ............... VIII-2 11 
 
FIRES 
Removal of debris resulting from ...................... XIII-1 17 
 
FISCAL YEAR. See: Finances 
 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
Council-Manager government .............................. III-1 3 
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FRANCHISES (Public utilities) 
Accounts and reports ..........................................XV-7 19 
Assignment of grant ...........................................XV-4 19  
Conditions .........................................................XV-3 19 
Control of facilities .............................................XV-6 19 
Extension by annexation .....................................XV-5 19 
Granting .............................................................XV-1 18 
Period of grants ..................................................XV-2 19 
 

- G - 
GARBAGE AND TRASH 
Debris resulting from fires or demolition of buildings 
  Removal .......................................................... XIII-1 17 
Weeds and brush, removal from sidewalks,  
  Parkways.......................................................... XIII-1 17 
 
GOVERNMENT 
Form of government ........................................... III-1 3 
 

- I - 
IMPROVEMENTS 
Capital improvements by special assessment .......... VI 9 
Special assessments for local improvements ........... VI 9 
 
INITIATIVE; REFERENDUM; RECALL 
Ballots 
  Form of initiated and referred ordinances ........ XII-9 17 
Initiated and referred ordinances 
  Form of ballot for ............................................. XII-9 17 
Petitions 
  Amendments .................................................... XII-5 16 
  Certification ..................................................... XII-4 15 
  Effect of ............................................................ XII-6 16 
City Council 
  Consideration of petitions by ............................ XII-7 16 
Committee of petitioners .................................... XII-3 15 
Examination and certification of ......................... XII-4 15 
Filing ................................................................. XII-4 15 
Form of............................................................... XII-3 15 
Recall; petitions ............................................... XII-11 17 
Power of initiative .............................................. XII-1 14 
Power of referendum .......................................... XII-2 14 
Proposed or referred ordinances 
  Form of ballot for referred ordinances .............. XII-9 17 
  Submission to electors ..................................... XII-8 16 
Recall; petitions ............................................... XII-11 17 
Results of election............................................. XII-10 17 
Submission of proposed or referred ordinances to  
  Electors............................................................. XII-8 16 
 
INVESTIGATIONS 
City Council or City Manager 
  Investigation of conduct of officers, municipal  
  affairs,etc ....................................................... XVII-1 21           
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- L - 
LAW DEPARTMENT. See: Department of Law 
 

- M - 
MANAGER. See: City Manager 
 
MAPS 
Map of Punta Gorda ................................................ II 3 
 
MAYOR 
City Council. See also that title 
  Presiding officer at ............................................ III-5 4 
Head of City government for ceremonial  
  purposes, etc. .................................................... III-5 4 
Vice-Mayor 
  Acting in absence or disability of Mayor, etc....... III-5 4 
 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. See: Elections 
 
MUNICIPALITY 
Boundaries defined ................................................. II 3  
Continuation of present municipality ..................... I-2 2 
Incorporation .......................................................... II 3 
 

- O - 
OATH OF OFFICE 
Officers of City.................................................. XVII-6 22 
 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
Duties of City Manager re................................. IV-1(a) 7 
Favoring or discriminating against persons because of 
  race, political, religious or other reasons........... VII-3 10 
Making false statements, reports in regard to tests,  
  appointments, etc. ............................................ VII-3 10 
Merit basis of appointments................................ VII-1 10 
Chief of police. See: Police Department 
City Attorney. See: Department of Law 
City Clerk. See that title 
City Manager. See also that title 
 Appointment, suspension or removal of officers or                      
  Employees...................................................... IV-1(a) 7 
Classified service ................................................ VII-2 10 
Candidates for nomination or election to public office 
  Continuing in classified service position............ VII-3 10 
Fire department. See that title 
Police department to operate as part of.  See: Police Department 
Continuation of existing officers ............................ I-4 2 
Department of personnel, personnel director 
  Appointments and promotions, duties re .......... VII-1 10 
Director of finance. See: Finances 
Discrimination 
Appointments, promotions, etc., affected by political,                     
  race, religious or other affiliations..................... VII-3 10 
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OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES continued 
 
Fire chief. See: Fire Department 
Investigation of conduct of officers, etc. 
  City Council or City Manager, by ..................... XVII-1 21 
Mayor; Vice-Mayor. See: Mayor 
Merit basis of appointments ............................... VII-1 10 
Merit basis of promotions .................................. VII-1 10 
Oath of office.................................................... XVII-6 21 
Official bonds of certain officers ....................... XVII-5 21 
Political affiliations, parties, etc. 
  Candidates for office; soliciting contributions ... VII-3 10 
Prohibitions ........................................................ VII-3 10 
Unclassified and classified service ....................... VII-2 10 
                                    
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, ETC. 
City Clerk to authenticate...................................... XIV 18 
Continuation of existing ordinances....................... I-4 2 
Enactment of by City Council, etc. ...................... III-12 6 
Initiative; referendum; recall. See that title 

 
- P - 

PERPETUAL SUCCESSION 
Continuation of present municipality...................... I-2 2 
 
PERSONNEL OF CITY. See: Officers and Employees 
 
PETITIONS 
Elections. See that title 
Initiative; referendum; recall. See that title 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
City Council providing for commission ................. XI-1 14 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT                                                                 
Chief of police 
  Generally.......................................................... VIII-1 11 
Composition ...................................................... VIII-1 11 
Operating as part of classified service ................ VIII-1 11 
 
POLITICAL BELIEFS 
Discrimination. See: Officers and Employees 
 
PROPERTY 
Continuation of title, rights and ownership of ........ I-5 2 
Special assessments upon property for local                                       
  Improvements....................................................... VI 9 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES. See: Utilities 
 

- R - 
RACE RELATIONS 
Discrimination. See: Officers and Employees 
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RECORDS OF CITY. See: Documents and Records of City 
 
REFERENDUM. See: Initiative; Referendum; Recall 
 
REGISTRATION 
Elections. See that title 
 
RELIGIOUS OPINIONS 
Discrimination. See: Officers and Employees 
 
RETIREMENT. See: Pensions and Retirement 
 
RUBBISH. See: Garbage and Trash 
 

- S - 
SIDEWALKS. See: Streets and Sidewalks 
 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
Change of name of streets ................................. XIII-3 18 
City Council 
  Jurisdiction over streets .................................. XIII-1 17 
Dedication of streets .......................................... XIII-2 17 
Installation of streets and public utilities ............ XIII-4 18 
Jurisdiction over streets ..................................... XIII-1 17 
Vacating ............................................................ XIII-3 18 
Weeds, rubbish and debris; removal from  
  sidewalks and parkways ................................... XIII-1 17 
Widening or narrowing of streets ....................... XIII-3 18 
 
SUBDIVISIONS 
Dedication of streets .......................................... XIII-2 17 
Installation of streets and public utilities ............ XIII-4 18 
 

- T - 
THOROUGHFARES 
Streets and sidewalks. See that title 
 

- U - 
UTILITIES 
Franchises granted for public utilities. See: Franchises 
Subdivisions; Installation of public utilities......... XIII-4 18 
 

- V - 
VOTING 
Elections. See that title 
 

- W - 
WITNESSES 
Investigation of municipal affairs, conduct of officers, etc. 
  Subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, etc...... XVII-1 21 


